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More Tips for Instituting Genius Hour 
Last week I talked about the 
importance of providing students 
the opportunity to pursue things 
they are passionate about. In do-
ing so, we have to look for ways 
to create time and structure for 
that to happen in school. Genius 
Hour is a great place to start. 
As mentioned last week when 
we look to institute a program 
like this, there are some things 
to consider. We must get sup-
port from our team members and 
carve out time in your sched¬ule. 
Students need to be provided 
with resources and tools to help 
them get started. Additionally, 
students initially need structure 
and guidance initially, followed 
by a gradual release that leads to 
independence and success. Below 
are additional tips that can help 

make Genius Hour successful at 
SMS. 

Tip #4: Collect feedback from 
your students, listen to what they 
have to say and be open to revis-
ing the process.

This might be the most important 
step. Providing students with a 

chance to share their thinking 
and experiences and then acting 
on their suggestions is another 
important step towards student 
engagement and empowerment 
which are essential to Genius 
Hour’s success. Think about use-
ing exit cards, tech tools like 
Mentimeter and Google Form to 
collect feedback at least twice 
during each of the project cycles 
as well as after the first demon-
stration and at the end of the year 
so that adjustments can be made 
as we go and not just at the end.

Tip #5: Define success for each 
student by looking for evidence 
of growth and improvement, don’t 
just focus on completing a prod-
uct.
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SMS Student Spotlight
This week’ we recognize 7th grade 
Red Jaguar Johnathan Prewitt.  Johna-
than is part of a two-man bowling 
team who earned Regional Runners 
Up honors last week and advanced to 
the state tournament in Louisville, KY 
where they earned a 10th place finish 
representing Region 8.  We are super 
proud of our #FCSBold student who 
rolls in the unified division.  Johna-
than also had a third-place finish in 
his male age group at the State Spe-
cial Olympics Competition back in De-
cember. In addition to bowling, Johna-
than enjoys hunting and farming with 
his father. He is also a member of the 
SMS band. Johnathan’s teacher, Mrs. 
Bussell, indicated he is a well-mannered, great student.  You can 
also find Jonathan helping our custodian, Mr. DeAtley. Congrats for 
your awesome finish!

“Hate is too great a burden to bear. It 
injures the hater more than it injures 
the hated.”

- Coretta Scott King

MONDAY

Admin Team Meeting @ 8:45

Fast Pass

The spring Book Fair will take place 
this week in the SMS Library. The 
Book Fair will be open Monday - 
Friday from 7:30AM - 3:30 PM. Come 
by and check it out.

MIDTERM REPORTS WILL 
GO OUT ON THURSDAY 
FEBRUARY 15TH

WEDNESDAY

Fast Pass Writing

No Faculty Meeting (Use 
this time for team meetings)

THURSDAY

PLC Day (ELEOT Data)

Fast Pass Writing

Baseball Tryouts (3:00-5:00)     
Boys’ Soccer Tryouts (5:00-7:00) 
Volleyball Tryouts (7:00-9:00)

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Last week in Pictures

TUESDAY

Fast Pass Writing

The district has changed the formative review process some-
what for schools. There is a survey component to this. I am 
going to email that to you on Monday morning. Please take 
some time to complete that. It will provide me with some 
great feedback on areas I can work on to help us improve as 
a school. There is also a student survey for this. I am going to 
send that out in a Canvas announcement. I will make an an-
nouncement over the PA pertaining to that when the survey 
goes out.

February is Black History Month. Each morning throughout 
the month we will read facts during morning announcements 
that highlight the significant contributions of African Ameri-
cans in the United States. I have also distributed a link to a 
google slide presentation. There is a slide for each day that 
contains a short 2-3 minute video that I want all teachers to 
play for students at the beginning of 1st period each morn-
ing. I have also posted the link to the slide presentation in 
Canvas, so you can access it easily. There may be days when 
you have subs in classrooms around you. Please help them 
get the videos set up. You can even combine classes for the 

Staff Reminders
first 5 minutes or so if that makes things easier. 

The Flu is at epidemic levels all across the country. Our custodians are doing 
a FANTASTIC job disinfecting the building. I want to thank the district office 
for purchasing a disinfectant sprayer that our custodians use daily to sterilize 
desks, door knobs, keyboards, table tops, water fountains, phones, and other 
surfaces that are high contact areas. You can see the sprayer featured in one 
the photos below. Please remain diligent in making sure our students practice 
good hygiene and frequent hand washing.

Please make sure that you are setting aside time to meet as a team to dis-
cuss student issues. Set a time weekly to get together either before or after to 
school and spend 15-20 minutes talking about these issues. These meetings 
don’t need to be very long, but it’s important that your entire team is on the 
same page. Whitney or I will be happy to sit in if and when you need us. Just 
give us a heads up and we will make every effort to be there. 

Please remember to update your grades in Infinite Campus. Grade checks take 
place every Monday morning and parents are keeping a close eye on student 
progress. Also, if you are contacted by parents, please make every effort to re-
spond to them within 24 hours by either email or phone call.
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Mrs. Pauletta Lawson is the administrative assistant at 
Simons Middle School.  Mrs. Lawson and her husband 
Bob live in Fleming County.  Pauletta has worked at 
Simons Middle School for 10 years and has worked in 
the Fleming County School District for 17 years.  Mrs. 
Lawson is a huge asset to Simons Middle School as she 
ensures all finance and general operations run smoothly 
throughout the year.  She keeps everything in our build-
ing managed and does so with a smiling face.  Pauletta 
makes sure all staff members are in compliance with the 
Kentucky Redbook Guidelines which results in a model 
audit report each year. Due to her dedication Simons 
Middle School operates effectively and efficiently, thank 
you for all that you do Pauletta, and for being #FCSBold
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FRIDAY

Break Day

Baseball Tryouts (3:00-5:00)
Volleyball Tryouts (5:00-7:00)
Girls Soccer Tryouts (7:00-9:00)

SATURDAY

Volleyball Tryouts (9:00AM-11:00AM)

Girls Soccer Tryouts (1:00-3:00)

Boys’ Soccer Tryouts (5:00-7:00)

SMS Staff Spotlight

Do you have an interesting story to tell that we can include in next week’s Cougar Connection?  
Email us at jesse.bacon@fleming.kyschools.us

Encouraging students to fol-
low their passions and explore 
topics that are truly important 
to them means that we need 
to step back and recognize 
that what each student creates 
could look very different. Suc-
cess for one student may be 
building a working speaker that 
could be used during a presen-
tation while another student 
could collect photos of special 
effect makeup she learned to 
apply. Due to many and varied 
topics and products, we must 
focus on skills that students 
could transfer to other aspects 
of their lives and learning. This 
is a great opportunity to talk 
to students about persistence, 
grit and transferable skills like 

creativity, communication, self-
direction, and collaboration. 
Our students will benefit from 
having peer mentors that help 
them learn new skills.

All in all, Genius Hour is a 
challenging undertaking but 
well worth the time and effort. 
Personalized learning allows 
students to do really interest-
ing work exploring topics that 
matter to them. We have an 
opportunity to reach students 
who may not be as success-
ful in traditional classes and 
help them gain skills that will 
benefit them moving forward. 
Finally, this can help us as 
teachers build relationships 
with our students and learn 

about the things that matter to 
them which will help increase 
student agency. It will be a bit 
of a rollercoaster but definitely 
a win-win experience.

Continued from page 1
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